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Seuse of Vocation 


“This question of military ser- 
vice ....is not one for dogmatic , 
or prejudiced comment. Rightly, 
the decision is left to the indivi- 
dua] conscience. The owner of 
that conscience is the only one 
who has the right to pass judg- 
ment on himself.” 

Extracts from “The Londoner’s 

Bvening Standard, 


* * 


WE hope the absence of two 

* * words from the above hasn’t 
led you to imagine that conscrip- 
tion has been abolished. The 
missing words—‘“for MPs’—in. 
dicate the favoured few. For 
more ordinary mortals there are 
tribunals to decide what a man’s 
conscience will allow him to do. 

On the same day that the above 
appeared the Fulham tribunal for 
COs told a school teacher (re- 
ported the Star) that he could 
not be allowed to remain in his 
present job as an_ assistant 
master, “We have always taken 
the view that it is not in the 
national interest for conscientious 
objectors to be teachers of the 
young,” said the tribunal’s chair- 
man, Judge Hargreaves. 


THE 


by 


|No Peace Through 


THE war goes on going badly for 

the Germans; well for the Rus- 
sians; well for the Western Allies; 
well—slowly but apparently surely— 
for Britain and USA in the Far East; 
correspondingly badly for the Japan- 
ese, There seems to be no getting 
away from these facts. But who wants 
to get away from them? The Germans 
and Japanese, of course. But certainly 
not pacifists. “Success” in war is not 
a refutation of pacifism. 

Pacifists do not object to war simply 
because it doesn’t “work.” Even those 
who do not share the average pacifist’s 
basic testimony as to the moral wrong- 
ness of war, but base their opposition 
on its “futility,” do not pretend that 
itis always futile in every sense, They 


; do not deny that it can achieve certain 


objects (though they rightly draw 
attention to the many occasions when 
it fails to do so, as indicating at least 
the heavy cost of ultimate “success”). 

What they object to—apart, that is, 
from moral objections to the process 
itself —is the objects which are 
achieved, These (they say), in so far 
as they are real, are either bad in 
themselves or not worth the enormous 
price paid for them. “Bad” that is to 


who writes that he has “come to the conclusion that the discussion of 
peace avns is a waste of time—just a game of hide and seek, or. of 
building castles of sand, to be washed away by the next tide.” 


HE confessions of deplorable 

failures and mistakes jn national 

policy between the two wars, and 
the promises of the enlightened era 
that is to be inaugurated after the 
war, have mysteriously disappeared 
now that the unity of the nation for 
the successful prosecution of the war 
ig fully assured and the belief in 
ultimate victory firmly established. 
It is now impolite to mention them. 

Mr. Churchill, finding the demand 
for the clarification and implementa- 
tion of promises regarding the post- 
war world rather embarrassing, 
pleads for consideration. Hig wish 
is granted. In consequence, We are 
rushing blindiy towards a blank 
future, 

All we have got, therefore, is Mr. 
Churchill, whose pronouncements, 
unfortunately, are masterpieces of 
evasion, classics in non-committal 
generalities. Only the vested in- 
terests possess the assurance that 
they will not be let down in the day 
of crisis and tribulation. 

Where, precisely, at this important 
juncture with the lure of “victory” 
ahead, do we stand_ internationally 
and nationally? What degree of 
political and economic unity exists 
between Britain and America, on 
the one hand, and Russia and China, 
on the other; or even between Britain 
and America? 

Are we not all frightfully con- 
scious of the complete lack of com- 
mon understanding among the Unitea 
Nations in regard to Italv. Germany, 
and even France and all the other 
countries of. Europe now under 
German control? And are we not 
equally aware that China, India, and 
every part of the Far East is highly 
suspicious of the intentions of Britain 
and the United States, and especially 
of Britain, regarding the Far Hast, 
should Japan be defeated ? 

With respect to home policy, the 
one clear fact which emerges from 
the speeches of our political leaders, 
from Mr. Churchill downwards, in- 
eluding Labour leaders, is that imme- 
diately the war is over Britain must 
concentrate on recovering and even 
extending her pre-war export trade. 
No international agreements have 
been made which would modify that 
intention. Hence. before we know 
where We are, the world wil] be 
plunged into an unparalleled struggle 
for markets. 


¢ 

The ferocity of the conflict will be 
intensified by the new high level of 
industrial productive power, wholly 
incalculable, which this mechanistic 
world war has brought into being. 
The world will be deluged with com- 
moditiegs only a fraction of which 
the purchasing power of the people 
will be able to buy. In order to 
capture what markets there will be, 
the inflated prices and wages of the 
way period will fall catastrophically, 
whence will come greater slumps 
than ever. 

These things need not be, of 
course; but a profit-making social 
system, which necessarily comprises 
a host of conflicting interests, national 
and international, can have no other 
ending. Hence capitalism will move 
logically but ruthlessly from the 
national planning of a war economy 
into the More rigid peace planning of 
dictatorship. 

On the other hand, there are those 
who believe that the era of industrial 
domination is nearing jts close, that 
the world is moving strongly in the 
direction of a more balanced economy 
for all nations, and that, as I have 
indicated, failure to recognize that 
fact will result in a major industrial 
catastrophe and the complete collapse 
of democracy. 

In recent years, the primary 
producing countries have grown in- 
creasingly restive under the domina- 
tion of the big industrial Powers, 
whose determination to prosper by 
means of a high level of industrial 
exports compels the smaller and 
financially weaker countries to main- 


TOUCHING THOUGHT 


NE of the things which has always inter- 
ested me in the building up of the Peace 
News Fund has been the remarkable way in 
which peopie who find they have a little spare 
cash, if only a few coppers change, seem to 
think first of this fund as a suitable home for 
it. That has been true even when contribu- 
tions have heen at their lowest; and it is a 
teuching thought. A particularly striking 
example of it is responsible for nearly half the 
past fortnight’s total! For two _ readers, 
sisters, wha had received a legacy felt that 
this fund should have some of the benefit of it. 
We are very thankful for the thought, whether 
it means pounds or pence to the fund. 
Contributions during the paet fortnight: 
£44 11s. Total to date £4,849 Os. 1id. 
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say, or not worth it, from the point of 
view of peace. 


Victory—and Peace 
OF 


course war “works.” The ques- 

tion is, what does it work? For 
Germany it worked wonders, once, in 
the way of the rapid overrunning of 
territory. But that very “success” of 
war did not result in the defeat of her 
enemies, 

Ah, but for us, say the tough minded 
even among pacifists, war has worked 
the unconditional surrender of one of 
our principal enemies: who can deny 
it? Who, I should like to know, wants 
to deny it? Some supporters of the 
war may want to know what advan- 
tages it has in fact given them over 
the advantage of a conditional sur- 
render that eliminated Italy as a 
battleground altogether. Pacifists will 
want to know what it has worked in 
the way of bringing us any nearer 
peace—peace of any sort. 


FRUITS OF VICTORY 


Wilfred Wellock 


tain a one-sided economy, They 
believe that this form of dictatorship 
is a major cause of conflict between 
the nations and thus of war. Hence 
they are strongly in favour of acquir- 
ing a more balanced economy, as 
between industrial and agricultural 
production, 

It is not sufficiently appreciated 
that the economic structure of a 
highly industrialized country like 
Great Britain demands a_ highly 
departmentalized world order, and the 
acceptance of values which benefit the 
industrial countries at the expense of 
the agricultural] countries, 

The present war, with its enormous 
demands for the machinery of war, 
has provided a long-awaited oppor- 
tunity to the primary producing 
countries to acquire machinery for 
producing the engines of war, but 
also for satisfying their own civil 
needs, an opportunity which they 
have eagerly seized. This undoubtedly 
constitutes one of the major revolu- 
tions of the war, and_in itself has 
made a return to the world of 1939 a 
sheer impossibility. 

Whether the big exporting Powers 
will try to force the world back into 
the 1939 mould remains to be seen. 
If they do, I do not think they will 
succeed, for the victims of that policy 
have suffered greatly sinee the last 
war, and, on the whole, are in a rela- 
tively stronger position today than 
they were then, Most of them have 
cancelled their debts to this country, 
and many of them, including the 
British Dominions, have more strings 
to their bow than they had even as 
late as 1939. 

I therefore stand with those who 
believe that after this war Britain 
will be compelled to acquire a more 
balanced economy. 

uch a change ought to be wel- 
comed as a golden opportunity to 
humanize and render more whole- 
some and Satisfying our national life. 

But already the vested interests, 
which are beginning to guess the 
probable course of events, are matur- 
ing plans to run our agriculture as 
they have run our industry during 
the last century. They are thinking in 
terms of big agricultural units, the 
obliteration of the small farm, the 
bull-dozing of hedges and ditches, the 
creation of huge fields for the opera- 
tion of powerful machinery. Farming 
is to be highly specialized and depart- 
mentalized. 

The men who fit the new system are 
to be salected, the rest scrapped. 
Wages for the mechanized few will be 
good. Soil culture and soil fertility 
will no longer be the concern of 


Victory 


“Common Purpose ” 


WWHEN Sir Stafford Cripps, Mini- 
"' ster of Aircraft Production, can 
say (as he is reported by the Daily 
Mail to have said at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne on Sep. 26) that “Peace can only 
be maintained if the British Common- 
wealth, Russia, America, and China 
unite in a common purpose,” what in- 
spiration can be drawn from “our pro- 
longed unbroken success’? Mr. Chur- 
chill complained, when his war-review 
on Sep. 21 was interrupted, that it 
reduces some people “to little more 
than mocking laughter.” It should 
reduce them to tears. 


The only common purpose of the 
British Commonwealth, Russia, Amer- 
ica, and China so far has been to 
defend themselves against military 
attacks. They have not even found a 
common purpose in defending each 
other; where they have done so it has 
been almost entirely (and often ad- 
mittedly) for the sake of defending 
themselves, They had no common pur- 
pose before they were attacked—not 
even in preparing to defend them- 
selves, let alone each other, though 
they were undoubtedly aware of the 
danger which the Axis represented. 
Why should they suddenly feel a com- 
mon purpose when victory has re- 
moved that danger? 


Uneasy Allies 


HE question is not merely rhetori- 
eal, In fact, the nearer they seem 
to get to military victory the more 
openly the people in this country, the 
USA, and Russia reveal deep differ- 
ences. The Russians, of course, being 
wisest (politically at any rate) say 
least; but they have managed to give 
a quite clear impression that they are 
not rolling back the Germans in order 
that the Western Allies may have the 
pleasure of reshaping Europe nearer 
to their hearts’ desire. The Western 
Allies, on the other hand, do not talk 
about what they would agree to, but 
ask, with increasing uneasiness, what 
are the prospects of Russia’s co-oper- 
ating with them, 

“That the Soviet Government should appoint 
as its representative on the Mediterranean 
Commission a man who stands so high in its 
councils as Mr, Vishinsky is taken to be strong 
evidence of its interest in the political problems 
arising out of the liberation of Western Europe, 
and of its desire to collaborate with the West- 


ern democracies in European reconstruction’ 
(News-Chronicle, Sep. 27). 


Separate Peace ? 


Bet it is not only after victory has 

_ Temoved the common danger that 
unity in a common purpose is remote. 
The fear is not yet past that Russia 
may find more of a common purpose 


with Germany in a compromise peace. 

“Germany has begun to hint to her Balkan 
satellites that her retreat in Russia is by agree 
ment with the Soviet, and is nothing more than 
the evacuation of Russian territory as an essen- 
tial preliminary to the conclusion of a Russo- 
German peace this winter’ (D. Express, Sep. 


However that may be, Lord Stra- 
bolgi pointed out in a “Russia Today’”’ 
meeting in London on Sep. 26 that: 


“Just as we refused to move acrosa the 
Channel, so the Russian armies might stand on 
the frontiers of Poland and adopt a defensive 
strategy. That would not be a separate peace, 
but it would enable the Germans to switch 
great forces westwards to meet our belated 
attack” (D. Express, Sep. 27). 


His remedy was for Britain and 
America to hasten their attack in the 
West, but 


“Japanese moves for a separate peace be 
tween Russia and Germany are likely to hasten 
the talks between Eden, Molotov, and an 
American representative, who will probably be 
Cordell Hull” (D. Herald, Sep. 27). 


(Continued on page 2) 
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husbandmen, for husbandry will be 
replaced by chemistry and mechanics. 
Within a few years the agricultural 
labourers will be full-fledged robots, 
duly provided with depot canteens, 
wireless sets, cinemas .and even motor | 
ears, 

Thus will the mechanization and 
dehumanization of the English 
workers and labourers be completed. 
Yet these prospects are even now 
being held out as the fine fruits of 
victory, 
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Road to liell. 


T is five months since the Annual 
General Meeting of the PPU re- 
solved that an armistice campaign 
should take precedence over all the 
Union’s other activities. We do not 
believe it is entirely the fault of the 
National Council or Headquarters 
that that resolution has not yet been 
implemented. We believe the fault is 
more with the movement, which has 
neither exerted pressure on its 
leaders to provide the necessary 
organizational and other leadership 
nor itself, through individual and 
group effort, implemented its policy 
Tocally. It has not even done much 
of the less spectacular work which, 
it was suggested* at the AGM (and 
agreed, by the passing of a reference- 
back motion), could be done to contri- 
bute to the development of a negotiat- 
ing mind by those who have hesita- 
tions about publicly urging that the 
war be stopped and peace sought by 
negotiation, 

We suggest that the reasons for this 
arise mainly from a failure to realize 
the urgency of the matter. Few 
pacifists even are immune, appar- 
ertly, from the superficiality that 
passes for thought about the war and 
general situation and that argues, in 
particular, that it’s got to end some 
day, and that whereas we can do 
nothing now to stop it, then we can 
do everything to see that it is fol- 
lowed by a good peace. There seems 
to be almost no realization at all that, 
whether or not it does end (in any 
real sense) in our lifetime, it is itself 
conditioning the ‘“‘peace” now and all 
the time it is going on. Even though 
we may be alive when it is over, and 
to that extent theoretically free to 
contribute to the shaping of the world 
then, the war and all that is involved 
in waging it will have made us less 
capable of justice and the other high 
qualities that would be required to 
contribute to a good peace. 


It is not a question of doubting any- 
one’s good intentions. We say nothing 
of the destruction of material re- 
sources or the deterioration of the 
political situation or the disintegra- 
tion of social life with which we shall 
be faced in any case. The very act 
of continuing with the war—the 
adding of atrocity to atrocity; the em- 
bittering of more and more people, as 
they experience “the bloodiest for- 
tunes of this war,’ which Mr. 
Churchill said lie ahead for Britain 
and the USA, or the “methodical 
destruction by day and night of every 
military target of significance in the 
widest sense,” which he promised the 
German people; the growing dis- 
regard for truth as propaganda re- 
peatedly stresses the enemy’s wicked- 
ness and our righteousness; the 
mounting blame which each side heaps 
on the other for its sufferings; the 
deepening determination to punish or 
seek revenge—all these things and 
more ate, bit by bit and mostly with- 
out our realizing it, destroying all our 
good intentions. 


The Union’s decision to give to 
efforts to end the war precedence over 
even such important activities as 
food relief (for example) expressed 
a determination to put things in pro- 
portion. To do that we must always 
remember that, with every day the war 
continues, the ruining of ideals (in- 
cluding the humanity to which the 
Food Relief Campaign must appeal) 
is Increasingly ruining also the 
chances of a good peace for genera- 
tions after it ends. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
léss_ does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
May not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 


Crusades Ancient and 


I am one of those who maintain that the 
history of even remote centuries constantly 
illustrates and may help us to understand 
better and even to forecast with some pro- 
bability the course of events today. The 
prevalent idea that the industrial and 
humanitarian century preceding 1914 repre- 
sents a completely new era: which is to be 
the beginning and norm of all future human 
development seems to me in many respects 
a dangerous illusion. 


The Christian at least can hardly deny the 
relevance of remote history, for he believes 
that God chose to reveal himself uniquely 
in a person appearing in a definite historical 
setting 1900 years age; and the preacher 
often seeks to draw lessons for us today 
from the preparation of the contemporary 
world for that appearance and its reaction 
to it. 


One of our weeklies has compared the recent 
conquest of Sicily to that of Belisarius from 
the Goths in the year 535, when it formed 
the base for the recovery of Italy from those 
barbarians, for ‘‘civilization” and the Roman 
Empire. 


The parallel sounded a hopeful one for our 
crusaders. Further examination shows that 
it furnishes support to the contentions of the 
pacifist. (And the same is true of most, 
perhaps of all the historic “‘crusades.”) The 
situation was as follows. 


INCE about the year 400 the 
Germanic barbarians had broken 
through the fortified defences 

manned by the Roman legions and, 
beginning from Gaul (France) and 
Spain, conquered large portions of 
the Empire. The Vandals had long 
held North Africa west of Egypt and 
the Goths had settled in Rome and 
Italy for some 60 years. 


These conquerors were relatively 
quite smal] and compact bodies of 
tribesmen, uncultured, but of power- 
ful military capacity, who became the 
overlords of the unwarlike and 
relatively cultured subjects of the 
Roman dictatorial regime. They may 
in some respects be compared to the 
disciplined Fascist and Communist 
parties of today which are able to get 
whole nations into their grip. 


COMMENTARY 


_tiRassia’s Aims __ 


ft Bete! is No justification for any notion 

that the mere fact of the Moscow talks 
taking place ensures unity in a common pur- 
pose. “‘From the meeting America hopes to 
learn for good and all whether Russia is going 
to co-operate with the United States and Bri- 
tain after the war, or whether it will become 
one great Isolationist State’’ (D. Express, Sep. 
1h. 

And Edwin James, writing in the New York 
Timeg on Sep. 19, says that: “‘As soon as it 
may be established that Stalin ‘is not thinking 
of spreading Communism over all Europe,’ but 
is thinking in nationalist terms, the way to 
agreement ought to be open” (News-Chronicle, 
Sep. 20). 


Russian Fears 


URELY the issue is not between Russian 

isolation and Russian co-operation with the 
Western Allies, but between the latter and 
Western co-operation with Russia’s ideas about 
the future of Europe. It is not between Russian 
nationalism and 2 Russian mission to spread 
Communism, but between security and freedom 
for Russia as she conceives it (and from which 
she might try to spread Communism or within 
which she might try to isolate herself), and 
some kind of Western device to control or bimit 
Russia. 

The Evening News, Sep. 22, reported the 
Turkish paper Ulus as saying: “What Russia 
fears today ig that if the text of the Atlantic 
Charter was carried out she would be encircled, 
as after the first world war, by 2 ‘Cordon 
Sanitaire’ of small unfriendly States.” And 
Vernon Bartlett adds, in the News-Chronicle, 
Sep. 27, that the greatest.danger to co-opera- 
tion between the British Commonwealth, the 
United States, arid the Soviet Union is “Russian 
suspicion that we are frightened of social 
ehanges and are determined to bolster up its 
enemies in Europe.” 


What Is Victory ? 


= UR prolonged unbroken success” would 
inspire me for one with no more hope 
of peace even if I could believe that the four 
major Allies would agree about how to exploit 
victory. For what is victory in this case? 

The ‘liberation of Soviet territory, say the 
Russians (but without making very clear how 
much of Poland they include). Unconditional 
surrender, said Mr. Roosevelt at Casablanca. 
The extirpation of ‘‘Nazi tyranny and Prussian 
militarism,” says Mr. Churchill in hig war- 
review on Sep 21, adding: “Until thie is 
achieved there are no sacrifices that we will 
not make and no lengths in violence to which 
we will not go.” 

True, he ‘‘would not needlessly prolong this 
war for a single day,’’ but what is the value 
of such an assurance? If, as pacifists have 
always urged, it is impossible to root out 
tyranny by violence or militarism by sacrifices 
to war, then every day’s fighting for that aim 
is needless. 


Famine In India 


NM Y note on the Indian famine last week 
prompts a reader to comment: “It might 
be crude to say that famine is due to British 
rule, but it ought to be realized in thig country 
that famine in India is due much more to the 
dire poverty of the peagante and the neglect of 
preventive measures than to shortage of food, 
and for these things the British Government is 
responsible, 
“Further, the 


comment on the Indian 


National Congress is extremely unfair. The 
Congress policy in the earliest times was 
directed towards heavy land-taxation. forest 
laws, and neglect of irrigation ete. Today it 


In 533 the fervently Catholic 
Emperor Justinian, having recently 
beaten the Persian enemy, confounded 
the heretics at home and closed the 
schools of philosophy in Greece, sent 
his general Belisarius to the west, 
where, in a long series of “brilliant” 
campaigns, Africa was recovered 
from the Vandals and Rome and 
Italy from the Goths. 


But the enemy’s tenacity was such 
that the whole process took 20 years. 
The verdict of the historian Procopius 
(an eye-witness generally accepted 
as trustworthy) is that these wars 
reduced the previously flourishing 
and populous African provinces in 
large part to a desert, with the 
annihilation of fully five millions of 
their inhabitants; while Italy “suf- 
fered more from them than from the 
invasions of the barbarians, its 
depopulation being even more in 
evidence than that of Africa.” The 
fina] touches to this ruin are stated 
to have been given by the corrupt 
and oppressive system of taxation 
imposed on them by the capitalist 
dictatorship of the Empire. 


The result wag that within the next 
generation most of Italy had fallen 
a prey to the heathen Lombards, far 
more savage invaders than the Goths 
(who, like the Vandals, were Chris- 
tians, but heretics); while Africa was 
finally lost to Christian ‘‘civilization” 
when the flood of Mohammedan 
Arabs poured over it in the succeed- 
ing century. 

From the Christian standpoint the 
pee feature of these disasters was 
this. 

Catholic tradition has always 
acclaimed Justinian the “Great” as 
one of the glories of the Church; the 
poet Dante gives to him a prominent 
place in the heavenly Paradise. He 


Continued from page | 


is not narrowly national. In recent years, any 
unprejudiced person familiar with the sincere 
attempts at reform under the Congress Minis- 
tries when in office would feel sure that condi- 
tions would have been better even under that 
limited amount of home rule. 

“The British Government igs respensible for 
the imprisonment of hundreds of India’s best 
workers, who can therefore do nothing to 
alleviate distress. There can be no finer record 
anywhere than the way the tragedies of famine, 
earthquake, or flood are always dealt with by 
Indian social and political workers.” 


“* Unconditional Surrender ” 


The Executive Committee of the 
National Peace Council has issued the 
following statement: 


ECENT developments underline, we be- 

lieve, the need for a re-examination of the 
“unconditional surrender” declaration of the 
Casablanca conference in its bearing on the 
possibility of ensuring a genuine and lasting 
peace. If such a peace is to be achieved, it 
must be made and sustained not by the victors 
acting alone, but with the fullest co-opera- 
tion of all those elements within the ex-enemy 
countries which can be relied upon to serve a 
true freedom within and peaceful co-operation 
between the nations of the world. 

Whatever the intention of the Casablanca 
conference, the attachment of the slogan “un- 
conditional surrender” to the decisions there 
taken in regard ta military aims, hag been 
widely interpreted on both sides of the struggle 
as an indication not merely of the refusal of 
the Allied Governments to bargain about the 
conditions of armistice, but also of their in- 
tention to insist upon the surrender to their 
will of the future political, economic, and 
xocial life of Germany, Japan, and Italy. This 
impression has been strengthened by the semi- 
official announcement at the time of the Italian 
aurrender that Italy would also have to comply 
with political, economic and financial con- 
ditions which the Allies would ‘‘impose’’ later. 

The formula ‘unconditional surrender” and 
the apprehension which it creates as to the 
intentions of Allied policy, is already serving 
to stiffen resistance and, if maintained, it must 
worsen the chances of achieving an early and 
a constructive peace. 


There is an urgent need, we believe, for a 
fresh definition of policy which would make 
explicitly clear that the Allies are not asking 
forthe surrender into their hands of the 
destinies of Germany, Italy, and Japan, but, 
on the contrary, are looking forward to these 
countries taking a full part, under democratic 
leadership, in a free and equal co-operation 
between the peoples of the world, and to the 
democratic elements within them having the 
fullest possible responsibility for the recon- 
struction of their national life at the earliest 
moment after hostilities have ceased. 


“CONDITIONS OF PEACE” 


The Dean of St. Paul’s, who will 
speak on “The Moral Foundations of 
Peace,” is to inaugurate on Oct. 15 a 
series of lunch-hour addresses on the 
general theme of “The Conditions of 


Peace’ which the National Peace 
Council is to hold in Kingsway Hall, 
London. 


Sneakers on Oct. 20 and 27 will be 
J. Middleton Murry and Senor S. de Madariaga 
respectively: and thereafter, until Dec. 17. 


Modern 
by 
Stephen Hobhouse 


is exalted as a mighty Christian 
conqueror; he is more justly praised 
as the projector of the splendid 
church of Santa Sophia; he was a 
fervent theologian, an _ ecclesias- 
ical lawgiver, and originator of the 
famous Code which helped to put 
property owners in their dominating 
position throughout Europe. 


He was also a fierce persecuter of 
non-Christians, usually offering them 
the alternative of compulsory baptism 
or else “the sword or the stake.” 
Under him was first systematized the 
proscription of Christian nonconfor- 
mists; in some cases: legally subject 
to the death penalty, in others the 
heretics, “scarcely fit to live, were to 
be deprived of all earthly advantages, 
so that they may languish in misery.” 

There seems good reason to think that most 
of the bishops and spokesmen of the Catholic 
Church gave their approval to these policies 
so utterly alien to the teachings of their divine 
Master. 

We are told that at one period, at least, 
the Emperor seemed ready to negotiate a peace 
with the Gothic rulers of Italy (for the most 
part remarkably tolerant to the Catholics), but 
he had at his side in the Pope Vigiliug ‘‘an 
adviser who urged him persisently not to 
abandon Rome and Italy to the ‘Arian’ 
heretics.”” So the war went on, and the Arian 
form of Christianity was proscribed and driven 
underground. 


Many of the circumstances and tendencies 
today are of course entirely different, but in 
the course of events described above we seem 
to see a distinct parallel with our modern 
crusades fo reconquer for Christianity (and 
capitalism) those countries whose civilization 
has fallen under the domination of heathen 
barbarians. 

There is at least a grave risk that the sixth 
century ruin of some of the fairest Mediter- 
ranean lands may eventually be repeated over 
a much wider territory, if we persist in sup- 
porting our leaders in Church and State in 
their passion for wars of punitive justice and 
liberation. 


WORDS OF PEACE—40 


Peace, and War Morality ; ; 


F you detest robbery and pillage, 
remember these are among the 
duties of war; and that to learn 

how to commtt them adrottly is a part 
of military discipline. 

Do you shudder at the idea of 
murder? You cannot require to be 
told that to commit it with dispatch, 
and by wholesale, constitutes the cele- 
brated art of war. If murder were 
not learned by this art, how could a 
man, who would shudder to kill one 
individual even when provoked, go in 
cold blood and cut the throats of many 
for a little paltry pay, and under no 
better authority than a commission 
fron. a mortal as weak, wicked, and 
wretched as himself, who does not 
perhans know even his person, and 
would not care if both his body and 
soul were annihilated? 


If there cannot be a greater mis- 
fortune to the commonwealth than « 
general neglect and disobedience of 
the laws, let it be considered as a cer- 
tain truth that the voice of law, divine 
or human, is never heard amid the 
clang of arms and the din of battle. 
If you deem debauchery, rape, incest, 
and crimes of still greater turpitude 
than these foul disgraces to human 
nature, depend upon it that war leads 
to all of them in their most aggra- 
vated atrocity. If impiety or a total 
neglect of religion is the source of all 
villainy, be assured that religion is 
always overwhelmed in the storms of 
war. 


If you think that to be the very 
worst possible condition of society 
when the worst of men possess the 
greatest share of power, you may take 
rt as an fallible observation that the 
wickedest, most unprincipled, and 
most unfeeling wretches bear the 
greatest sway in a state of war; and 
that such as would come to the 
gallows in time of peace are men of 
prime use and energy in the operations 
of a siege or battle. 


Erasmus, 
“The Complaint of Peace” (1517) 


meetings will be held eyery Friday, later con- 
tributors including Prof. John Macmurray, 
Prof. David Mitrany, Dr. C. E. M. Joad, 
Robert Boothby, MP, Prof. Lancelot Hogben, 
Prof. Charles Manning, and Dr. Ranyard West. 

Admission is free: but a limited number of 
tickets for reserved seats are available (5s. 
for the whole series; 9d. for single lectures). 
Fuller particulars are obtainable from_ the 
National Peace Council, 144 Southampton Row, 
London, W.C.1. 
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PEACE NEWS 


ESCAPISM and COMPLACENCY 


7 OR years I have been saying that we have been deceived and betrayed 


by our own feaders and Jet down by our intellectuals. 


Am I to 


extend the dictu:in to our pacifist intellectuals? Laurence Housman’s 
article of a few weeks ago and many of the recent contributions are 
gradually producing in the mind of the ordinary man and woman in the 
movement 2 state of Lewilderment, if not frenzy. 


Thousands are starving; 
by every conceivable method. 


other thousands are being burnt and blasted 
Yet, amidst all this, we are being regaled 


week after week with mental-cum-moral-cum-ethical abstractions which 
may—lI have no doubt that they will—in the fullness of time become relevant 
and find a place in the minds of those who feel some responsibility towards 
she future and towards posterity generally. 

But surely the puramount consideration for pacifists in this time of 
war should be to discover ways and means by which it may be brought to 
an end, and brought to an end without either side being able to claim a 


victory. 


Failing this, no amount of discussion of future relevances will 


have the slightest effect on the course which events will take, beyond perhaps 
forcing a slight alteration in the speed with which the forces of exploitation 


will achieve their ends. 


To spend time on the writing and reading of the relevance of complete 
pacifism and the discovery of lines of effective action in the long run is, 
at best, to fiddle while Rome burns and, at worst,-a form of escapism tinted 


with self-satisfaction and complacent self-deception. 


The time is coming 


when it will be too late to do anything; when the majority of people will 
be too busy seeking to keep themselves alive to bother about whether this, 


that, or the other is or is not irrelevant, 


When the Continent of Europe 


is a desolation, it will be of no use to point out that “the society of peace 
can never be other than a society of individuals who are capable of peace.” 


Are you still asking who can deny that 


not pragmatically foolish? 


negotiations? 


unconditional surrender is 


According to The Times, there does not seem 
to have been much “unconditional” surrender about it, else 


why the 


Tf misunderstanding among non-pacifists and illusion among pacifists 


1s created, it is our own fault. 
vimes and in all circumstances. 


Pacifists should be against all war at all 
And by “all” I mean “ALL.” That is open 
neither to misunderstanding nor illusion. 


“Expediency is man’s wisdom, 


doing right is God’s.” We try, however humbly and weakly, to follow God, 
even if some of us think that they do not believe in him. 


249 Oottingham Rd., Hull. 
No Flaming Protest 


In the August 27 issue of Peace News 
“Observer,” making his ‘Pacifist Commentary” 
on Brendan Bracken's recent statement on the 
purpose of the British Government's present 
air warfare against Germany, laments that 
“Now we wait—and shall wait in vain—for 
the flaming protest by the heads of the 
Churches in England.” Alas! “Observer's” 
lamentation is justified. But would it not be 
an equally true and completely pertinent com- 
ment to “observe” too that we shall wait in 
vain for the flaming protest by the heads 
of the Peace Pledge Union? Isn't it the case 
(and the greatest cause of all for regret and 
lamentation) that the heads of the PPU are 
incapable of a “flaming protest” or, indeed, a 
“flaming” anything? Does ‘Observer’ him- 


self ever ‘flame’? 
SHEILA STEELE 
Bieckleigh, nr Tiverton, Devon. 


“The Only Way” 


As pacifists is not our primary job the 
making of peace? Amd there is only one way 
of making peace; one scientific, logical, and 
perfectly non-emotional way: and that is by 
pouring out LOVE to all men everywhere. 


I suggest that we cannot and shall not 
make peace by condemning and criticising 
those who are making war; we cannot stop 
bombing by making protests and _ holding 
meetings .. . and in our hearts we know it, 
But perhaps we feel it is better than doing 
nothing. 


“Love,” real non-emotional, impersonal Love 
ts, I suggest, the greatest power in the 
universe. The voltage is too low; our problem 
is to increase the voltage by making ourselves 
generating stations for this gigantic power. 
The more we criticize others the less love we 
shall find in ourselves. Let us cease from 
criticism and devote aj] our energies to the 
positive aspect of the problem. Love is the 
only way that will ever end bombing or wars. 


ARTHUR BOND 


21a West End. Redruth. 


Future of the F.A.U, 


Mr. M. Barratt Brown has 
written a good pamphlet describing 
“The Evolution of the Friends’ 


Ambulance Unit (1914 and 1939).” 
It is not an official statement by the 
FAU, but a personal appraisal. One 
question—or rather a series of ques- 
tions—which he asks has general 
significance. Has the FAU a future? 


“Will not the pacifist’s place in future be 
rather as an individual inside the new great 
departments of State leavening the whole than 
standing outside as a body and then assisting 
with work that has had to be sacrificed 
for other purposes ? 


“Will the State perhaps itself follow the leag 
of the voluntary organisations and set up its 
own experimental teams, develop its own risk- 
taking enterprises? Will there be a place for 
the Unit after the war if a period of national 
service continues {to be required of all young 
men, or should mot members of the Unit enter 
Government schemes and bring to them some- 
thing of the Unit's spirit? Will there indeed 
be independent finance after the war for such 
work as the Unit's, which already relies 
greatly on Government funds and almost 
entirely, apart from this, on the tax exemption 
of charitable funds? 


“Perhaps the day of the voluntary organ- 
ization is over, perhaps by its very nature the 
value of work such as the Unit has done 
depends upon its very limited size and field of 
action.” 

Only time will show the answer to 
these questions says Mr. Barratt 
Brown. We incline to believe that 
the future of pacifism depends on our 
finding an answer to them without 
waiting Tor Time’s. 


8S. E, NEAL 


Letters to the Editor 


Owing to ihe large number of claims 
on our severely limited space. correspond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 
brief and preferably under 250 worde 


Billeting of Troops 


QINCE the publication of my letter 
Ks raising the question as to the 
“correct” line for pacifists in this 
matter, I have received a great many 
replies, only two of which endorse my 
own line of refusal when the matter 
is voluntary, and a policy of non- 
co-operation (as indicated by Mr. 
Hilditch) should billetees be forced 
into tne house. 


All the rest advocate 
or soldiers in 


accepting the suldier 
a spirit of Christian love and 
charity, in the spirit in which Mr. Rundle’s 
Italian pastor accepted the Sicilian soldiers 
some years ago. There is admittedly a ‘‘case” 
for such a line, but I personally cannot over- 
come the feeling that it is too direct a co- 
operation with the war effort, in as much as 
it is a direct co-operation with the military 
authorities. 

The case for such ux line is its possible 
propaganda-value, and some of my _ corre- 
spondenis tell me of useful work done in this 


direction. But some of us, whils{ not wishing 
ev:l upon our enemies, find it hard to love 
them, and could not adopt such a line (still 


less exert such a strong moral influence as Mr. 
Rundle's pastor, who was clearly a_ noble, 
Christ-like man) without being hypocritical, 
and I must. confess to being such a one—more 
anti-militarist, that 


is to say, than Christian 

pacifist. 
A Christian must. logically, be a pacifist; 
but a pacifist need not, necessarily, be a 
Christian, and he is not less of a sincere 


pacifist for leaving Jesus out of it. 


ETHEL MANNIN 
Oak Cottage, Burghley Rd., S.W.19. 


“IT PROFITETH NOTHING” 
By John Middleton Murry 


It is not my purpose to defend the 
position taken by Laurence Housman 
in “Life and Liberty.” That would 
he an impertinence on my part. My 
purpose ig the sunpler one of isolat- 
ing from the complex question of 
the relation between Christianity 
and conventional sex-morality, the 
issue which directly concerns the 
Peace Pledge Union. 


The issue which directly and vitally 
concens the Peace Pledge Union is 
not to decide what code (if any 
code) of sex-morality is in accord 
with the teaching of Jesus. That is 
a matter of deep interest, and a 
theme for serious and profound dis- 
cussion; but it is not an issue which 
concerns the Peace Pledge Union as 
such, The issue which does concern 
it js simple: it fis whether con- 
formity to a particular interpreta- 
tion of Christian  sex-morality 
should be imposed as obligatory on 
members of, and candidates for 
office in, the Peace Pledge Union. 


T is directly contrary to the basis 
of the Peace Pledge Union that 
any attempt should be made to 

enforce a particular code of Christian 
sex-morality upon its members or its 
officers, 


The Peace Pledge Union is not an 
association of Christians. It is simply 
and solely an association of persons 
who have signed the pledge: “I re- 
nounce war, and I will never support 
or sanction another.” It unites 
Atheists, Agnostics, Anarchists, 
Christians of every kind and denomin- 
ation, Christians of no denomination, 
Christians who hold that there is a 
rigid Christian code of sex-morality, 
Christians who—like William Blake 
and Berdyaev—entirely reject this 
position. 


To attempt to impose a reputedly 
Christian, or a merely conventional, 
code of sex-morality upon the mem- 
bers of such an association is to 
attempt to substitute an entirely new 
basis of association for the actual one. 


CHRISTIAN BASIS 


There are associations of Christian 
pacifists, which naturally have an 
entirely different basis of association 
from the PPU. If the members of 
these associations are agreed on what 
is the Christian code of sex-morality, 
they have every right to insist upon 
acceptance of that code by their 
officers and members. But, if they 
also belong to the Peace Pledge 
Union, they have no right whatever 
to attempt to insist on the acceptance 
of that code by the members of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 

Three honest and _ honourable 
courses of action are open to them: 
(1) to remain members of she PPU 
and refrain entirely from any attempt 
to enforce a code of sex-morality upon 
fellow members who do not share 


their religious faith or thelr moral 
convictions; (2) to withdraw from the 
PPU; (3) to attempt, openly and 
honestly, to persuade the PPU to 
change its basis of association 
altogether, by including in its common 
pledge a further pledge to abstain 
from any action which infringes an 
explicitly formulated code of sex- 
morality, whether supposedly Chris- 
tian, or simply conventional. 


It, is clear to me that the first line of action 
is the one most compatible with the acceptance 
of the signing of the Peace Pledge as the sole 
basis of association in the PPU. But the 
other two are honest. 


As I say, I have no intenion of entering into 
a discussion as to what sex-morality is truly 
Christian. I have definite views on that vitally 
important matter. Those who are curious to 
know what they are will find them expounded 
in a book called ‘‘Adam and Eve,” which I 
have at long last completed and which will 
be published fairly soon. 


NOT APPROPRIATE 


I do not regard this matter (though I believe 
it to be of overwhelming importance) as 
appropriate for debate in the pages of Peace 
News. What Peace News has to do is to 
defend the internal tolerance of the Peace 
Pledge Union in matters where the moral 
responsibility falls on the individual alone 
against attacks of whatever kind. 


Since, however, the matter has been broached 
in the previous article by “ta member of the 
Society of Friends,” I am constrained to say, 
very positively, that his attempt to establish 
some sort of identity, between renunciation of 
war and strict conformity to a conventional 
code of sex-morality ig misleading and danger- 
ous. He argues that ause war-renunciation 
is based on a high esteem for the value of the 
human personality, it must involve adherence 
to the conventional! code of sex-morality which 
also is based on a high esteem for the human 
personality. 


The latter proposition is, as a generalization, 
entirely false. A person who refuses to con- 
form to the conventional code of sex-morality 
may well, by that very refusal, be expressing 
his or her conviction of the sacredness of 
human personality. 

The assumption that reverenee for the 
human personality compels the partners, say, 
in a loveless manriage to endure the moral 
devastation to the partners and the children 
that it involves, is quite intolerable. The law 
itself has long since passed beyond this in- 
human formalism. The Peace Pledge Union 
cannot revert to it without abandoning two 
things, both of which are infinitely more pre- 
cious than a reputation for respectability: 
first, its ethos of mutual tolerande as a 
catholic association of. men and women who 
have renounced war, and second, its admittedly 
imperfect, but nevertheless continuous, loyalty 
to the overriding claim of Love. : 


To the Editor of Peace News 


On the auestion of marriage, I agree with 
Laurence Housman and Vipont Brown, and I 
believe they agree with one another. It is 
imvortant not to confuse the good with the 
legal. A good marriage may be either legal 
er illega), and so may a bad one. It is legal 
in this country now to compel a man to kill 


his fell men. 
ees EDWARD G. SMITH 
Cottonera. Tremont Rd., 

Llandrindod Wells. 


Pd 


The work of the War Resisters’ International 
since its farmation 22 years ago is briefly 
described in a 4-page folder just published, 
entitled “What is the WRI?” and obtainable 
from the headquarters at 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. The selling price is 1d. 


HE basis of he Peace Pledge Union is 
the follawing pledge which is signed 
by each member: 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 

The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge shou!d be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 


comms * PPU HEADQUARTERS. > pee’ 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


The Development 


Secretary Reports 


LAst month I wrote about the ean- 
vassing of signatories, and I was 
encouraged, shortly afterwards, to 
learn of two instances of such work, 
The Birmingham Peace News Com- 
mittee informed me that they had 
joined with members of the Cotteridge 
Group to canvass their list of mem- 
bers. The group hag recently been 
re-formed after a lapse of about two 
years, and the membership list was 
therefore very out-of-date. 


The list was divided into areas of 
two or three streets, containing six or 
seven names. After one evening’s 
work a “live’ membership file had 
been created, three new orders for 
Peace News taken, and two offers 
made to pay subscriptions through the 
group. In one case the member had 
left the address given on the lst 
nearly two years ago, but a copy of 
Peace News was sold to the new 
occupier! 


All those who took part were en- 
thusiastic about the value of the 
work and are hoping to visit other 
districts in the same way. 


Our Contact Member in March, 
Cambs., also informs me that, after 
intensive work on the signatories’ list, 
he has increased the local Peace News 
order from one to sixteen and obtained 
two new members. This {igs such 
obviously worth-while work that I 
hope other members will be encour- 
aged:to take it up. 


* * * 


At this time of the year groups are 
drawing up their winter programmes, 
They might like to know‘of a new 
idea tried out by the Colwyn Bay 
Group known as “A Pacifist Cabinet 
Meeting.to introduce a New Order in 
Home Affairs,” 


The ‘‘Ministers” are: Prime Minister, Home 
Secretary and Minister of Home Security, 
Foreign Secretary and Secretary of State for 
Peace, Minister of Information, Secretary ef 
State for the Dominions and Independent 
States, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Pay- 
master General, Minister of Health, Minister 
of Agriculture, Minister of Labour and Recon- 
struction, Minister of Transport for Air, Land 
and Sea, President of the Board of Trade, 
President of the Board of Education, Minister 
of Food, and Minister of Pensions. 


These speak on the work of their depart. 
ments, and other members—‘‘Ministera Eithoe 
portfolio"—-add_ their contributions, After- 
wards a general discussion is held on “Govern- 
ment” policy, 


* * ® 


Areas can sometimes encourage 
their weaker Regions by holding 
meetings in those Regions, 


The North-West Area held a conference 
Rawtenstall, when Richard Bland and Jim 
Newell spoke on “The British Empire.” There 
Was a good attendance, and though Rawtenstall 
was difficult to reach for many members the 
meeting was of great benefit to the small 
North-East Lancashire Region. 


| te Albert E. Tomlinsen 


Robert King, chairman of the London Area, 
sends the following tribute to the work of 
Donald Port during his term of office as 
Area Organizer: 

“Donald voluntarily tendered his resignation 
after much careful consideration because he 
felt that he had done all he was able towarda 
the building up of the Area, and that the 
best interests would be assured if he sought 
other ways of serving the cause of pacifism 
within the PPU. My committee accepted his 
decision with profound regrets because all were 
aware of the conscientious wav in which 

Donald had carried out his work, His energy, 

organizational ability, and co’ ‘inual good 
all his col- 

tceived many 
testimony to 


OPEN LETTER 
TO PEACE 
PLANNERS? 


STEPHEN HOBHOUSE 


spinits have made the work o/ 
leagues a pleasure, and I have 
“eg from groups which bea’ 
this.” ° . 


3d. (post fd.) 


PPU BOOKSHOP 
6 Endsleigh Street W.C.I 
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U.S. Pacifists Jailed in “Free 


“The Government’s |India” Campaign 


Case’’ 


By Patrick Figgis 


XM ANY of us are concerned to in- 

fluence public opinion on the 
question of food relief for Europe. But 
some of our friends say in reply that 
the Government have considered the 
matter and turned it down (except for 
some shipments to Greece); and that, 
therefore, as they have all the relevant 
dnformation and would not turn it 
down unless they were compelled to do 
go, there is nothing more that we can 
usefully do about it. 

This raises the question as to what 
the Government’s case against further 
measures of controlled food relief 
really is; and do their arguments con- 
stitute the last word on the subject? 
Some of the exiled Governments of the 
countries concerned are by no means 
satisfied that, without hindering the 
war effort, nothing more can be done 
to relieve famine in Europe. Is their 
dissatisfaction justified? Why, if 
some relief has been granted to Greece, 
cannot it be granted to other countries 
too? 

Because Roy Walker’s pamphlet, 
“The Government’s Case” (4d.) states 
plainly what the Government’s case is 
and then examines it point by point in 
the light of information from reliable 
sources, it is extremely valuable. It 
has received high praise from an 
afficial of the Greek Red Cross; and 
will be appreciated by everyone seek- 
ing to arouse public opinion on the 
matter. In every case authority is 
quoted for statements made, It will 
help us all to be better informed for 
discussion upon the urgent problem of 
food relief for Europe. 


London C©.O’s as well as many throughout 
the country will learn with regret of the pass- 
ing, at the age of 92, of Mr. Guy Hayler of 
Croydon, During the last war Mr. Hayler did 
much lobbying in Parhiament on behalf of the 
No Conscription Fellowship and rendered yeo- 
man service in many other ways. His son, 
Mark H. C. Hayler, i3 the secretary of the 
C.Q0’s Advisory Bureau in Croydon. 


For’ picketing the British Embassy 
in Washington with signs urging 
immediate freedom for India, seven 
members of the American Fellowship 
of Reconciliation were arrested on 
three successive Mondays in July and 
three were sent to prison. 


The campaign was sponsored 
(reports the August issue of 
Fellowship, journal of the American 
FoR) by the Free India Committee, 
with the Non-Violent Action Commit- 
tee of the FoR and the War Resister's’ 
League co-operating in recruiting 
volunteers. It was to continue “until 
Gandhi is released or begins another 
fast.’ 


The three members who opened the cam- 
paign on Jul. 5 were arrested, but were re- 
leased on personal bond after promising not 
to picket again without first -notifying the 
judge. 

A week later three more members were 
arrested, One was remanded to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation for having walked out 
of a Civilian Public Service Camp. “The other 
two were given the maximum penalty of sixty 
days’ imprisonment and 100 dol. fine each, 
with the alternative to the fine of a further 
160 days in prison. 

On Jul. 19 another FoR member and tem- 
porary worker in its national office was 
arrested and sentenced to five months’ im- 
prisonment. 


SIX PAGE ISSUE 


The issue of Peace News dated 
Oct. 15 will contain six pages. 
Alterations to standing orders for 
that week must (as usual) be received 
in the PN office not later than first 
post on the Tuesdav before publica- 
tion. 


Please note our only address 


C, A, BROCK & Co, Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


BEVIN ON €.0.s IN MINES 


Asked in the Commons on Sep, 28 
how many COs had been directed to 
work in coal mines Mr. Bevin, Minister 
of Labour, replied: 

“The actual number ordered to work 
in, coalmines is not available, but 1 18 
certainly not considerable, The urgent 
need for additional labour in_ the 
mines has, however, led Tribunals re- 
cently to give special attention to the 
possible use of conscientious objectors 
and coalmining has been specified in 
some cases.” 

THIRD COURT-MARTIAL 

At hig thirg court-martial John D. Potter 
has been sentenced to three months’ imprison- 
ment, The court-martial was held at Brad- 
tord on Sep. 26, when Lieut. E. L. Lloyd, who 
was the prosecuting officer in the notorious 
case of Stanley Hilton, again put forward a 
spirited plea for the maximum sentence of 
detention to be awarded. The Central Board 
for COs has made strong representations to 
the War Office, alleging improper conduct on 
the part of the prosecuting officer. 

* * * 


An unusual sentence for refusing medical 
examination was given at Lambeth police 
court on Sept. 23, when John L. Mason of 
Brixton, a PPU member since 1939, was given 
13 days’ hard labour at the second stage of 
his prosecution. Thigy does not, of course, 
enable him to apply to the Appellate Tribunal 
to have his case reviewed. At Lambeth on 
Apr. 1 John Mason was sentenced to 9 weeks 
imprisonment—which also did not qualify him 


NEW =PAMPHLETS 


Hundreds are daily dying in the 


streets of India ‘ 
through starvation. 


Read what has caused the famine 
and how it can be relieved. 


“FAMINE IN INDIA” 
by Dr. N. Gangulee. .Price 2d. 
Also 


“Indian Independence and the 
Congress” 


by Sasadhar Sinha. Price 6d. 


An‘able review o£ the Indian situa- 
tion which explains the Congress 
case for the first time since the 
arrest of India’s leaders. 


Postage extra 


Write, ’phone, or call, 
Swaraj House, 32, Percy Street, 
London, W.1 Mus. 7277 


to go back to the Tribunal. He is at present 
registered for non-combatant duties. 

“The Czese for Stanley Hilton” is the title of 
a 3d. pamphlet just published by the Central 
Board for COs (6 Endsleigh St., London, 
W.C.1). It tells how this Jehovah's Witness 
has been court-martialled four times and 
spent about 8 years in prison and detention 
barracks, and will be valuable in making 
known the facts about this, the worst case of 
“cat and mouse” treatment of a CO in this 
war. 

The CBCO Broadsheet No. 7, “Fire-Guard 
Duty under your Local Authority” has just 
been re-written to bring it up to date, and is 
now available in its new form, price 2d. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


HARGES: 2d. per word, minimum 

2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d extra). Re 
ductions on 6 or more insertions. 

1 ASH must accompany copy, except 

/ tor series bookings. 

ATEST TIME for copy to ha 

received: MONDAY. Jease 

type copy separately from your letter. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W, London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks. Auctioneera and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, §& 
Vines), who will give special attention to the 
r’uirements of pacifista. 

WANTED small house or unfurnished flat 
to rent, N. Middlesex, suitable married pacifist 
couple and one adult. Box 105 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rda., N.4. 

YOUNG LADY, 
modation in or near Hounslow. 
PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

EDUCATIONAL 

FIND RECREATION and .new power to 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre- 
spondence (also visit) lessong 5s., classes 
ls. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 382 Primrose 
Hill Ra., London, N.W.3. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom (Prog., 
Co-ed, Community; boarding and day; 8-18) is 
extending premises. A few vacancies still 
remain. Margaret Barclay, B.A., Harold 
Pratt, B.A. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 

SAVE MONEY by re-using envelopes. 
Economy labels with slogan, ‘Use Your Free- 
dom: Read Peace News,” 1s. per 100, 8s. per 
1,000. Order through your local PN dis- 
tributor. 

WOODCRAFT FOLK. Children’s Peace 
Movement badly needs a typewriter. Will any- 
one be willing to give or sell cheaply. Write 
Secretary, 809a Hertford Rd., Enfield, Middx. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


GIFT FOR C.O.s in prison. ‘‘How Green 
Was My Valley.” Relatives write. Marshall, 
21 Wheatlands Drive, Bradford, Yorka. 

BOOKS LOANED to C.O.8s on tand, ete.; 
without obligation. Write for list Marshall 
ay above. 

CONFIRMED BY CENSUS: “India: Who is 
Responsible?”; the new pamphlet by C. H. 
Wilson, M.P., and D. Owen, 8d. (post free 
4d.) ; from 6 Mount St., Manchester, 2. Gives 
statistics underlying Indian problem. 

QUAKERISM: _ Information and literature 
especting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
jon to the Friends’ Home Service Committee 
Teiends’ House. Enaton Road. London. N.W1 


MEETINGS, &e. 
BIRMINGHAM PPU. Campaign for Armis- 


vegetarian, desires accom- 
Write Box 106 


tice. ‘Will Victory Secure Peace?” Public 
meeting, Fri., Oct. 8, 7 p.m. Midland In- 
stitute, Paradise St. Speakers: Dr. Albert 


Belden, Henry Hilditeh. 

DO NOT FORGET great Rally in Harpen- 
den (Herts) Public Hall on ‘Pax Christi,’’ 
Fri., Oct. 15, 7.30 p.m. Dr. Albert D. Belden 
will speak on “Can the Churches Abolish 
War?” Bring your  non-pacifist friends. 
Questions invited. Inquiries to ‘“Chyngton,” 
Dalkeith Rd., Harpenden. 

EDMONTON: Music lovers’ recital, Oct. 2, 
6.30 p.m. Edmonton Independent Church, 
Knight’s Lane, N.9. Artistes: Bernard Foster 
(piano), Stella Foster (flute), Kitty Cert 
(soprano). Accompanists: Kenneth Lyon and 
Ethel Callon. 

MERSEYSIDE REGION. ‘Pacifism and 
Peace-making.”” Geo. Li. Davies will speak 
on this subject at the evening session of the 
A.G.M. to be held at the Unity Cafe, William- 
son St. (off Church St.), Liverpool, on Sat., 
Oct. 9, 1943. Business 8 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 
Evening session, 6 p.m. 


APT PUPILS © 


What have they 
We have 
noble 


“Four years of war. ... 
done to us? We are better. . . 
touched great heights. This is a 
land. . .. It breeds a naple race. 

HUS the Sun. Express in a lead- 

ing article (Aug. 29). Another 
article in the same paper on the 
same date continues this sublime 
thought, comparing our noble race 
with lesser breeds: “It is character- 
istie of a large section of the British 
people to credit other nations with 
the same attributes they themselves 
This is extremely danger- 


possess. 
ous, . . . We consistently refuse to 
recognize the evil mentality of the 
German people .... It ig no good 


offering Christianity to the hangmen 
who constitute the German nation. 
We must hate the wicked character- 
isticg which caused them to slay 
30,000 innocents in Rotterdam in one 
afternann ... .” 


We certainl must. But we 
“better” Christian people seem to be 
apt pupils of the hangmen, for a 
third article on the same date 
reports our air attack on Nurem- 
berg, twenty-four hours earlier, 


This “mediaeval” city of half-a- 
million inhabitants, “the target of a 
vast armada of bombers,’ was “aid 
flat” by a “shattering blow” in 40 
minutes, made into a “seething bon- 
fire,’ so much so that the crews 
returning at dawn brought “glowing 
descriptions” of it. One member, 
from the moment of his “first bit of 
fun” just inside France. had a 
“thoroughly enjoyable night. . ... 
Only one thing marred his joy. In 
eivil life he was a concert singer. 
Over the target he had promised the 


crew the Prize Song of the Meister- 
singer of Nuremberg, but, jyst as he 
started, the intercom. system failed.” 
However, “the old town really had it 
thig time,” fires being seen ‘“‘on the 
best and brightest scale,” and the 
“job” being “properly finished.” 


The account ends with a German 
radio statement to the effect that 
‘Syreplaceable historical monuments 
of cultural value, including some 
parts of the Old Town Wall, and 
numerous churches, fell victims to the 


high-explosives of the terror-planes.” 

Bigger and better bombing would seem to be 
one of the criteria that elevates us above the 
“wicked characteristics” of the German people! 


“The Allies will strike at least as hard as 
the Germans could do, and will be at least 
as ruthless,” says the Sunday Express, “unless 
an armistice is sought soon” (by the Italians). 
“They may try to escape unconditional sur- 
render. There can be only one reply. 
Despite our utmost desire to avoid it, all Italy 
would have to be subjected to the frightful 
ordeal of massbhombing in its maximum 
violence and range. . .. Seared, scarred, and 
blackened from one end to another,” in a 
graphic phrase quoted from our Fuehrer. 


“The conquest of Sicily will remain immortal 
amongst the daring and brilliant deeds that 
make tales for after-times. Yet this is but a 
prelude by comparison with the size and scope 
of the Allies’ projects for the invasion of the 
mainland of Europe. We have nearly com- 
pleted the fourth year of war without parallel. 
The sway and climax of the fifth are likely 
to cap the world’s amazemente,” 

Ant pupils indeed of the dictators described 
by Garvin as “blood-steeped and anti-Christs” 
and “Mimic Mars,.”" who have “revived the 
worship of war in the modern world!” 


Fortunately there is a better Britain, even 
though it is the Sunday Express that says it. 
C.C. 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4, by ‘Peace News’ Ltd. Printed by 


Clifford Printing Co. (‘r.U.), London, N.16. 


ISPLAYED Advertisements. MAX- 
IMUM apace allowed: Thras 
eolumn-inches. LATEST TIME for 
copy first post Friday, 
be ere eee] 
MEETINGS, &c. (cont.) 
NORTH LONDON Region: North London 


Players present “The Passing of the Third 
Floor Back” by Jerome K. Jerome, the play 


produced by Leslie F. Pitt, L.R.AsM., on 
Sat., Oct. 9, at 7 p.m. at Rowland Hill 
School, Lordship Lane, N.17. Tickets: Re 


served 2s. Od., unreserved Js. 6d., from Nellie 
Harby, 74 Ingleton Rd., N.18 or at door, (The 
North London Players are willing to receive 
bookings for this play: apply Nellie Harby.) 

THURSDAY, Oct, 7, at Lloyd Park Pavilion, 
Walthamstaw, Public Meeting at 7.15 p.m., 
“Food, Relief for Europe.” Speakers: Vera 
Brittain and Prof. Cammaerts.. Chairman: 
Her Worship the Mayor of Walthamstow. 
Peace News readers are urged to co-operate. 

THE WORLD PARADOX, by Dr. A. D. 
Belden, at St. Margarets Lothbury, 1.15 p.m., 
Oct. 8 P.P.U. City Group. 


18B DETAINEE (British) Aig Fund pre- 
sent a special variety concert at Kingsway 
Hall, London, on Sat., Oct.. 30, at 4 p.m. 
Artistes popular at Ascot, York, Huyton, and 
Peel Camps will be featured in the programme. 
Tickets price 25 6d., 3s. 6d, and 6s. from Bilt 
Luckin, 21a Grays Inn Rd., W.C.1. Please 
book early. 


PERSONAL 
CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. A 
satisfactory medium for those desiring con- 


genial pen-friendships. Particulars, stamp, 
Secy., PN, 19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, 
Cardiff. 

JOIN Victory Correspondence Club, 34 
Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for congenial pen- 
friends. Stamp. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


A COMFORTABLE post offered man and 
wife in preparatory boarding school] (15 miles 
London). Food production and cooking. Good 
pay and holidays. Apply: Principal, Brook- 
house School, Turnford, Broxbourne. 


ASSISTANT, keen, intelligent, either sex, 
wanted for small farm, 3 cows, market 
garden. Mid Bucks. Box 89 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


ASSISTANT required on war damage survey 
work in S.E, London; knowledge of building 
construcion essential. Quantities and estimat- 
ing an advantage. Good post-war prospects. 
Write giving age and experience. Box 107 PN, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

LAKE DISTRICT Pacifist Community has 
vacancies for two single COs interested in 
community life. Forestry work available. 
Write Secretary, C.0. Community, West Vale. 
Far Sawrey, via Ambleside, 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
(Burgh Heath Rd. Epsom 9125) needs two 
helpers; work mainly domestic, some cooking, 
matroning, gardening; board, lodging, and 
pocket money. 

SOCIABLE WORKER, willing to travel, and 
work wilh young pacifists on bamboo cane 
cutting. Mainly S.W. Counties. Whines, 18 
Nightingale Rd., Hanwell, W.7. 

WANTED dental nurse for busy residential 
area in Birmingham. Prefer girl 16-18 years. 
Apply W. Astley, 122 Donehouse ‘Lane, 
Solihull. 

WANTED housekeeper (must be veretarian), 
child welcome. Sewell, Ashcroft, Milford Rd., 
Sidmouth. 

WANTED housekeeper, 
child, comfortable job, 
furnished garden flat. 
Gardens, W.14. 

WANTED immediately an assistant maater 
to teach Einelish in the junior forms of a 
secondary school near London, Apply Box 
108 PN. 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED immediately experienced teacher 
for groun ages 5 to 7. Apply Beltane School. 
Shaw, Melksham. 

WANTED mid-October experienced cook 
share cooking school house 110 residenta. 
Apply Beltane School, Shaw, Melkaham, Wilts. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


CHRISTIAN SOCIALIST, conditional ex- 
emption, 18, desires occupation on lund in or 
around Cambridge. No experience. Prefer- 
ably live out. Write full particulars. Box 88 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

COMMUNITY WORK sought by C.0O., 23, 
single, experience arable work, also as warden. 
Box 112 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

C.O., 28, single, seeks market gardening or 
similar work. One year’s land experience. 
Box 118 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

COMPETENT GARDENER offers services to 


no objection to 
small ware and un- 
19 Holland Park 


any institution, school or community doing 
work of social value within 40 miles of 
London. Family accommodation necessary. 


Particulars to Box 109 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 


N.4. 

MARRIED C.0., age 34, exper. 15 months, 
desires farm work ins Home Counties with 
cottage. Box 51 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

TWICE JAILED C.O., 21, requires clerical 
or similar work in London. Previously 5 yeara 
with shipowners. Clark, 477 Ripple Rd., 
Barking. 

VERSATILE Educationists with 2 children 
seek work anywhere in Home Counties. En- 
quiries to Box 110 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG MAN, 29, desires change; 4 years’ 
market gardening; initiative: accommodation. 
Box 111 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Refarm Veg- 
etarian Guest House for happy holidays or 
restful recuperation: all modern comforts. 
A. and K. 8. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
ik (Station: Ambergate: Tel Ambergate 

WYE VALLEY. Guest ‘house in own park- 
land of 150 acres. Homely atmosphere. 
Vegetarians and others catered for. From 
£8. “Lindors,” St. Briavels, Glos. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MRS. J. HAMILTON, psychologist, correct 
breathing; simple, scientific, rejuvenating 
health and vitality. Consultations daily, 
Western 8935. 

OVERCOME NERVES! Rheumatism! AH 
troubles. Dietetics; public speaking; drama; 
rhythmic dancing; sun-ray; correspondence 
treatment. Katharine MacDonald, M.S.F. 
(Certificated Honours Elocution), Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, London. 6 Lansdowne Crescent, 
Glasgow. (Studio available). 


